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CHAPTER I

The milkman left o can ol millkon the
front veranda and drove on to the nest
Louse in the street, The leemin cume
tiong hall an hour luter, looked curiouk-
y at the cloged deor, as he unfastened
the hooks from a bloek of fiee, and
rupped loudly on the step, but ne onec
came to answer hig eall,

An bour later o young man sleeping
in the front room downstairs fwoke
suddenly and sat up in bed. He was
astonished to note that the sunlight on
the curpet extended from the window
far into the room, indienting that the
sun had risen above the tall buildings
nores the steeet, e felt o strange
hieaviness in his head; and o desire to lie
down agnin, but he ehook off the feel
ing nnad rose and began to dress,

What could be the matler? Thelit-
tle clock on his dressing cnse pointed
to ten. What had consed him to over-
sicep?  Why had Mr. Strong notwaked
him os usuul? The old mop wnanlways
up with the sun, and had never dllpwed
him to sieep later thaneight. '

The young ainn hurriedly pit on his
tronsers, thrust his feet inio his slip-
pers, and diew aside the portiere thot
hung between his room and his ooele's,
Burong's bedl was in the righthand
corner of the room, and Whidhy could
see the baek part of his head npd one
side of his gray whiskers.

Whidby called to him enfily,
Strong did not stiv,.  Whidby
again, nnd stamped his foot, but still
{he old man remained maotionless,

“That's gqueer,” murmured Whidby,
ashe approached the hed.  Strong's face
was townrds (he window; iz eves were
open; n ghastly smile was en his face.
e wos dead. Whidhy snw that by the
awful pallor of his fage, which made
each hair of the beard stond ont ns i
under o mognifying glass, Tor n mo-
ment Whidby stood s if turned to
stone; 1hen he Jdrew down the sheet,
whith had been drawn up elosely under
the old man's ehin, and snw thie long
deep gnsh fn the thront md the dark
elots of the lood which had seaked into
the matiress,

Whidby was strangely ¢alm:. In an
instent he had decided on o couree of |
oction. He stepped to the telephone
neroes {he room, ani looked over the
dircetory: then he rang, ¢nd held the
receiver to lils eor,

“Hello,” he soid, “that’s the eentral
office, Bsn't 11?2  Well, all right; one
seventy-six on four eighty-two, plenke."

“Well, whot is it?" presently enme
Trom the telephone,

“Is that police headgoariers?"

“Yos."

“I am Alfred Whidby, 279 Leighton
fiventue, A horrible thing hag accurred
bere during the night,. Thave just dis-
covered that my unele, Mr, Strong—
Richard N, Strong, the banker—has
been wuridered. Come nnd attend to
"

There was a silence, broken by a low,
indistinet murmuring ux If people were
talking ot the other end of the wire:
then (he reply come:

HAN right; as soon &s we con get
fhere.™

Then Whidby hung up the receiver
aud reng the bell, He went ek into
his room, put on hiz ghirt, collar nnd
necktle, and broshed his hair. His
head still felt heavy and ached o little,
The electrie ears were whirring pnst the |
hotuse, and a blind man was playing un
neecordlon a foew doors away., Thers
wis 4 erunching wtepy on the graveled
wallt near his window. Whidby mised |
the Ensh and looked out, It was Nni-
thews, the gardener, |

Secing Whidby, he tonohed his hat,
siopped, aml asked after Mr. Strong,
Whidhy made no reply, but eat down on
the window-sill and stared ot the old
mun. e was wondering if the poliea
woithll prefer for him 1o keepihe news
{rom the punlensr. It wans the look of
slow artonizhment coming Into Mat-
thews' eses that made hioy decide what
Io =y.

“Matthews™ he sald, “something bhas
Wappened; 1 ean tell ihat much,
but that is all. I have telephoned the |
police; you'd hetier pot come in Y'-i'l
they get hese., M ] wese s 'dgo o |
with my work: the rosa hushes near the
!ulm!n\'u peed trimming.”

Matthevws stared sud started to ) ‘-e.".{.
hat Whidhy withdrew, sal dewn on !lm1
nide of his bed and tried to collect Lin |
thoughtn. Suddeuly he nseed b
g abarp ring at the door bell
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TOu

wi

4. B. Lippincont o |

[ pd oon again. Then he heard steps o
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by's heart sank, and be wis all in &
quiver, but he rose enimly and went to
the door, It was a boy with the morn-
ing paper. Tie held nlso s bill in his
Land, and wanted to colleet the money
tlue to him for delivering the paper for
the month past, but Whidby sent him
away, and stéod for severnl minutes in
the doprway watching the crowd ppss
jng in tho street. Then he cosed the
door, and went into his unck's room
ancd walked restlessly to and fro ot the
foot of the besl, Suddenly he stopped
at the telephone and rang the bell,

e seventy-five on four eigaty-twao,
plense,” he said.

“Iello thewe,” was the reply.

“Well?" sald Whidby,

“You are one geventy-six ingead of
one sevenly-five, aren’t you?"

“Yes, DI 1 eny one seventy-fye? 1
menol one soventy-six”

“AL right; there you are, Me.\Whid-
l‘.“,“

“Whidby!™ thonght the youngman,
“1 wonder how he knew my name  Ah,
he must bhave overlieard me spealing to
the police”

The bell rong.

“Thello," sald Whidby. *'Is that holiee
headgnnrters?™

“¥es. What is 12"

“Thia A Alfred Whidby,
avenye—"

“Ilinows but what igswrong noy "

g | Ig-l{ll'll\l'l!‘.t‘d you about the mirder
up here, Aren't you going to sendiome
one 1o seenbout it 2"

*That was only n few minitesarn,
Mr. Whidby, nned it is over two niles
Capt. Weldly Tiua just left with My,
Minovd Hendricks, the famous Jew
York deective, who happens to s in
toswn,” -

YAl 1 see,” solil Whidhy; *the Une
drags with me, you know, I am il
nione™

“1 understnodd,

“Good-by."

The young man turned and walke
round the Wkl for nnothes look ¢
Strong’s fuve, Surely, he thonght, thd
weird smile und the twinkle in the desi
mun's eyes were the most remarkabe
things ever copnected with n murde
cage, - He could not hear to look ot the
face, 50 ke went into his own room. 1k
wiondered what had causcd him to ovid
sleep, He went to his Led and emel
the pillows to peo if he could detee
traces of ebloroform. He had decides
that Le could not hawe been difugged
when the bell of a passing car caugh
lis enr, ITe Lknew that the coar hat
stopped in front of the house Ly th
whirring, chiromatie gound as 1t slart
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Good-hy."

the veranda apd went to the door.
CHAPTER TL

It was Copt. Welsh, the ohiefl af px
Hoe, and Mr. Minard Hendriels, the d
teetive from New York. The latte
searcely nodded when he was intee
duged 1o Whidby, Hisebharp, gray eye
untler mnssive, shaggy brows, rested o
the key which he hod just beard Whidl
tinrn lun the lock,

“IIne no one been oul at this doe
thizs morming?" he nsked, abruptiy.

“No" stammered Whidby—"yes; thi
s, | come to answer the ring of 4 new-
boy & moment ago."

“And you locked the door after b
Jefr?™

“Yes*

“Why did yon do it 7" Thedclestive
ey were roving abont the véranda, ha
amd vard, but his tone sounded shar
and to the point, Whidby felt that b
wak waiting for a reply.

“I don't know,"” replied the youn)
man, helplessly, 1 suppose 1 wus ex

and he lifted the sheet anid examined the
goshi. Then he reploced it earefully,
andd asked: “How wns the sheet or-
ranged when you found him @™

BT ust as it s pow, Lihink," said Wiid-
by, *“Just os if the murderer hoad re-
]J":it‘fl‘ It with both bands, one an each
sille, a5 you did."

“Stand where you are,” Hendricks
suddenly ordered. e raised the win-
{low-shade, went down an his hands and
knees, nnd made o minute examivation
of the carpet. Then he rose und sur-
voyed the room, “Where did youo sleep ™'
he asked.

Whidby pointed to the porticre. “ln
that room,"

The detective drew the heavy cur-
tofns aride.

“You came through here this morn-
ing 7" he asked,

“Yer

Mendricks looked nt Whidby's bhed

“Slept later than usual this morning,
ch 7" be asked.

“Yes: I don't know what was the
matter with me. 1 felt heavy-headed
and dizzy when I awoke."

Capt, Welsh nodded knowingly, but
gald nothing.

“You telephoned as wnon ns you djs-
covered the body 2" Hondricks went on.

“\-l"!_“

*Where do you get your menls?™

*Here, usunlly; but to-day the cook
is away on leave of nbsence. Uncle aud
1 were galug over to the Handolph, the
restaurant on the corner, for our metls
11l she returned,”

“"Have you eaten anything-this morn-
ing?"

“Nl‘."

“Well, you'd better go; we'll look
after everything apd lelephone the cor-
oner,"

YAl right.,”  veplied Whidtiy., e
turned to the, wash-stand and filled o
basin from a pitcher of water, *In
my excitement 1 forgot to wiash my
ince and hands."

"Stop!™ eried  Hendrieks, and he
osaught Whidbys nrm ns his hunds were
almost in the water,  “Pardon me, but
you've sthined your fingers spmehow.”

The young man gtared at his right
hand in surprise. Thers wasa faint red
smudge on the thumb and fingery,
“Why,"” he said, “I don’t see how it
rould have got there, unless— I won-
der if—"" Whidby turned quickly into
ihe other room anid bent over Stronp's
bed,  “AbL!™ he eried, 1o the others,
“Soe! 1 must have got it from (he corner
of the shodt when 1 put it back: yougee
there is bload on the under side.”

Tha delective had followed Whidby
no further than the portiere, where he

*Look," ke cried to him, “here is vome of it on
my ‘."‘u

stood indifferently watohing the young

man's niovements.

“Yes, fromn the slieet or this curtain,”
he replied, pointing to an ulmost in-
visible spot of blood on the portiere.

“Then the fellow must have beon in
my room, too" said Whidby, wonder-
ingly,

“And just after the deed was done,”
Hendricks remarked.

The young man stared at the detect-
ive curiously as he returned to the
wushstund ond took off his ecoat
“Look,” he cried to him, “here is some
of it on-my cuaff."”

“1 potieed that” replied the detect-
ive. "It is a drop of blood. Perhaps
you had better detach the enf! ond give
it o me. You did not sleep in  that
shire?”

“No.™ Whidby puve Igm the cuff,

“Where il wyou lay the shirt lnst
night when you took it oft 2

“On that chuir near my bed," an.

eited, and i1 seemod to me that it woule
he best to keep curious people oul till
vou came.”

o ‘ertainly,” replled Capt, Welsh; but
the detectise went an with & frown:

"Was Lhe door unleeked when you
opoved |t for the newshoy

*1—I'm afraid 1 can’t yremember,” su-
swerad Whidby.

““Itat isunfortunate,” said Hendricks.
"Where 1s the 11-1(‘]}":“'

“This may ko Tfilhf‘([ W hll“l'\'.
serond Joot on the right.”

The doteetive apened the door, and
followed him to the bedl.
He lvoked loog and sl ntly at the face
af the dend nsan; then e samd “Has
soyone touched 1his sheet slinee you dis-
eoveresl the wnrder ?”

"1 deew It Jovn Lo pod wlhere e was
ded. 1F 1 baed thuught—"
“No replied the detective,

“Th

the others

Wil

mailer.”™

swered Whidby,

“That Is all you ean do for us™ sakl
Hendricks. "You'd better go to break-
fnst."

Whidby erossed the street snd en-
ernd the rostaurant on the corner. MHe
ook o seal ot the table fncthest from
1t dhoor and ordered some opga, coffee,
sis and butter; bt he found thut e
b no appetite, and be dmnk His cof.
fs when it was so hot that it burnt
Iy lips. Then ho bought o newspaper
ail sat for ten minutes guzing ut it ah-
saily.

n kis return home he found the yard
| BIH with 8 erowd ol curious people.
Ibéma of them stood on the veranda
ner the windows The door was closed,
Whily tried the koob, but H was
tockd. Turving, he sww Matthews com:
‘ Ieg ouud the corner of the houwse

“Cpr. Welnh nnlied me 1o sepnd you in

sl the rear deor,”™ the man sald,
“They're goin® to hold b inguest on *im,”

Whidby followed the gardener into
the house, How lie disllked 10 see tlie
body agnin, and the strange smile on
the dead wman's face! But there was no
Lelp for it, e mtist do swhiat he could
towands bringing the oriminal to jus-
e
The atmasphere of Strong’s room wos

close that Whidlyy eonld hardly
breathe, and the perfume from the con-
servitory sickened him. The coroner
fndd his Jury had arrived. Ipdeed, they
seemed to be wailipg for liim. [le sat
dawn near o window. He wondered
what they wonld sak him, and if he
could make Intelligent replies.

The coroner opened the proceedings
with a few words Lo the jury, and Whid-
by thought they stared al him furtively
whenever bis name was  mentioned,
Then bis testimony was ealled for. and
Whidby felt thut he was repeating word
for word the account he had given Hen-
dricks o ghort while before,

The detective rose next and told in
cureful detnil how ibe police had been
ealled to the telephone by Whidby and
first informed of the murder; how the
young tmin had met him and Welsh ot
the door, nnd whot was said abont
whether the door was locked, He speokn
of the blood stoiu on Whidby's hand
and produced the cufl with the drop of
blood on it. It was his apinion, he said
thnt the cuff could not have heen wore
tf the time jt received the drop, nor for
ar least half an hour nfterwards, for,
is the jury could see, the biood hod
dried in sueh o shaps u& to prove that
it hnd remained motionless for some
tige, Mr., Whidby lnd sald that the
shirt with the culf attached had luinon
n chulr near Lis bed all night.

Then the coroner called for Whidby's
vighishiry, nnd the jury passed it from
one to the other ond examined it earve-
fully. At that moment Whidby rese to
enll attention to the blood on the por-
fiere omd on the coroer of the sheet,
which he thought Hendrieks and Capt.
Welsh had forgolten fo mention, bot
the ¢oroner ordered him, rather coldly.
to sit down.

Matthews was pext called, but he
could testify to nothing excopt that he
slept In the cottnre behind the house
and had not waked during the night.
Then the coroner reguested Whidby
npd Matthews (o leave the room, and
Whidby went intatihe library peross the
hal! and closed the door behind him,

[To BE coNTINUEDR]
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THE LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEER.

i Sweetheart's Hed Hale Acted nx s
Signal 14 Time of Danger.

A locomotive englneer should be ane
of the wost truthful of mon. That's
why this Fitle story of o southern en-
rineer should be belleved implicity.

“You mny talle as you plense about
red-headed women,'" heo was saying ton
gronp of listeners, “but a red-headed
womhn sved my JHe and estabilished o
home for herself oll av onee, [ was 26
then and running o freight on  the
Chesapeake & Oblo inthe West Virginia
mouutping, where it took tilent to rin
nn enpine. My division ended at Ilin-
ton ood o red<headed girl Hyved als
miles to the east. where there wis o
siding near n big ent and fill, nnd itwas
i b plice, s the round wos new.,

*“I'lie girl’'s name wos Moggie Conray
sind she had the reddest head T ever saw
i n hvman being's shoulders outside
of & torchlight procession, Dut 1 didn't
care for that and [ did care Tor Maggle.
One sunshiny day T was coming down
the track with a stoek tenin joaded
with gome exten fine eattle and sheep
and T had in the cabioose three of the
owners, Tt had been roioing and wash-
onts were looked for, but | hadn't seen
uny and wazs bowling along at a good
speed when all of a suddenat the curve
1 thought I saw o red Hght rising just
gver the traek, It seemed to shine like
0 blaze in the track and before 1 took
timo for o thought 1 had shut off the
steam, whistled down the brakes ang
was (lolpg my best 1o stop,

“Tight then my firenun gave me the
ba ha in noway to chill the blood in the
veins of 4 man whe can't stand tens-
ing and 1 took a look forwaml and found
that the ved Helis I thought | saw was
only Maggie's head of red hair sticking
up in advance as she pulled herself up
the sieep embankment to get on fo the
track. Wilh an outh I opened every-
thing ogaln, but ps 1 did so Magie
threw up her hands und dropped in a
dend faint by the track nud I stopped
off everything ngain, for I felt sure
that something was wrong, 1 hed half
an hour or so leeway butween tralns
nad 1 wok Maggic up ns guickly o |
coild to find out what was the matier.
Sha cnme arovnd wighty soon, becanne
dhe had fainted from overexertion, and
she told me how o big bowlder - had
fallen on the track in o curve near he
house that I wouldn’t have seen till it
was oo Infe to xtop and she had ron
across the spur of the mountaln 1o stop
me in time if ahe could.

“Thoat's what she wan trying to do
when her rod Lead shone like o dangpr
signul and stopped me, Laterthe oty
ern of the stock gave h.t"r mouey enolgh
fo Loy 3 tboe ietle house ot Hintop amd
six months Inter 1 moved in, We'vegot
ihe house vet, bul we don't live im it,”
conclnled the engineer, “for it wasn't
big cnough for a family of ~ix ehildren
and not o ped-heuded ane Iy the lol"—

| Waihingjon Star.

~Man, If you are ansthing, weal:
slone, and talk to others.. Danot Bide
yoursell im the chorus.—Epigtetus

WHITE

Thoy Are Magniflcont, Bntorate
and Perfect Munctions

Deneription of n Stnte Dinper Ulven |

Ly the FPrestdent (o the Dip=
lomnts Restdliag at
Waahington,

[Epecia)l Wanhington Leiter.)

There will be no more diplomatie dins
pers ol e white bouse during thissen
son,  The socinl customs of nutions sre
umusing aml ridiculous to men who de
uot belleve In nuy sort of temperance,

Durlng the next slght or nfnemonths |

the president of the United States will
probably be able o maintsin friendly
relntions with the diplomatic repre-
sentutives of forelgn, notlons  In this
eity without giving them wment and
drink. Dutlog encly  winter season,
however, it i expected that the presis
dent shall give n series of dinners,;
which ave served after dark, where food
of the most ecostly Kiod by grent abuons
danee I8 Beryed and washed down with
gnllons of champhgne nnd ofher wines.

The diplomatio dinners ul the white
house hive mude trouble on more than
one oeeasion. A fnmiliar instonee was
that of the Uritish minister Merry, who
mnde o great row beesuse some other
Indy was tnken ln to the table by
Thomts JelTerson before Mrs. Merry,
During the Gurtield ad ministeation Mra.
Bluing netually left the president's
bourd in nnger because she lid not the
place to which she congidered hprsell
entitled.  The plan ndopted of making
the order of precedence among  the
diplomnts depend stmply on length of
eerviesliere is nn ndmirable solution of
the problem on the whole.

The various ambsssadors atd min
Isters loented In Woshinglog give din-
ners to the geeretary of stale snd the
rseistunt seevetnry, They nlso entere
{nin our senntors and representiatives
in o similor wnnner,.  The president
gives receptions ahd dinners 1o the
members of the sopreine cotrt nned to
the senutors and representatives during
the entire inte-Lenten season,

M the diptumontie dinner ot the white
houge the Dritish ambassador is given
the sept of honor beeunuse hels regnrdod
us the denn of the diplomuatie corps, on
wecount of hissenlority of mok by con-
tinnous servioe at this copitnl.  The
president offeérs his arm to the wife of
the Dritish ambmssador and leails the
way to the diving-room, Tollowed by
the diplomats and the dadies of their
fnmilies, The presidopt stands beside
his weat fpothe mididle of one sille of the
long tnble, nnd remains standing, until
wll of the hudles dnd gontlemen  hitve
found their way to  thelr respective
plnces, Al then take their sents ad
the bangnuet begins.

When the guests arvive nt the white
house they nre encorted upitalies, the
gentlemen going to the' libmry and the
ladies 1o ane of the larger bedrooms in
order to remove thelr wenps:  Present-
Iy they go down tathe lnrge cast room,
where the president and his wife nre

BIR JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE
(Tiritiah Ambassador to the the United
Buates)

found awaiting to  recelve  them,
Promptly nt eight o'clock the steward
of the white house dpens the door of
the state dinlng«room nnd bows fo the
president, who thereupon leads the pro-
gesslon 10 the tulile,

Iefore going downstnirs to dinner
ench one of the gentlemen finds on a
tinhle In the Hbmry an  envelope ad-
Uressed to himsell, unsealed, with 1he

Amerienn eagie In gold stamped on te |

envelope. Within the envelope each
gentleman discovers o canrd with bev-
eled and gilded edges, bearing the name
of the ludy whom he s to tnke In todin-
per. On the Lack of the enred 8 o din-
gram of the table with the sealn num-
bered, Two numbers are strock ont
with a pen, thus indicatimr to the gen-
themnn recelving the enrd where he and
his partner for the evening are to sit nt
Ui table.  Thus it is praciieally impos
pilile for any errde L0 be wnde In seat
ing the guests at these big bangquets,
The Inet presfdent’s reception wakin-
definitely powtponed because of the
sinking of the batile ship Muine, where-
by w0 many of our sailoes ost their Hves,
That dreastful cntnstrophe shocked the
elvilesd world, nnd it eaused theills of
borror in this eity., Thers was sueh a
spantaneous burst of sentiment
even sociely qualled before it, and all
potin] wffairs were hl"nllghl‘ to a sudden
terminalion, Thus It happened thut the
socind rounts were stopped at the white
house; noil, now thal Lent is here, thoy

will mot be resumed during the pres- |

il seRson
It s pot generally knows that it s
the duly of U presilent to acosp! an

Juvitation to Jdioe with an lmhﬂmilw.|

HOUSE DINNERS. |

thut |

but that it is benenth hisdignity todine
with o minister plenipolentiory. Ame
bassndoers nre (he Imearnation of thele
rovereigns.  Tha Dritksh ambassador
reprerents hicen Vietorin, nmd for that
reason he may personnlly ol tpan Hie
president on oficinl Dusiness a1 the
white house, Hut the minlster from
Turkey or from Chinn eonnol eall thm
npon the president,  On e contrary,
the ministers must transnet all of thele
diplomntie Dusiness will onr  depart-
ment of wtate.. The nmlwsidors out-
rank nll otlier diplomnis,

I Hke stinner, AmUassndor Hny may
have snidicnes with Queen Vietori, in-
stend of depend Mg npon the Brivish for-
vlen office for eonsideration, Mr. Hay,
ns onr nmbassadar (o Geent  Hritain,
pepresents the president of this repabe-
lie. When Me. Hayard wis our min-
ister, before the nmbgesa lorship was
erentod, he could not have nudienes
with the guesn: bul os soon s he had

| Been promuoted to be nn ambasiidor e

beennme o grentor personngo,

It mny be well to ramember that all
of our ambassadors o forcign conyntrices
are men of superior ublllity and  sn-

MR WL TINGO FANG,
(Chinese Minister 1o the United Statey)

paecity. The same may be snid of the
mbnssndors who are senl by forelgn
conntries to this capitai, In all emer-
gencivs nn oinbagador must represent
ths head of his nation,  Therefore i is
necessiry that ench ambnssador should
possess intellectual nbility and eduea-
fional dequirements which are proe-
tiehlly vl to those of the soversign
or president at the bead of his govern.
ment.

A thise In polat concerning ministers
occurved pecently, The Spanish min-
ister to this couniry, Senor De Lome,
committed o grave ‘breach of conrtosy.
e was Incited 1o the depnrtment  al
siute to muke an esplonation or on
apology, e disl not respond, but lefe
this country without delny, e eould
pot hpve gone to ser our president
abonut the malter, heense only anim-
bussmdor has that peivilege. while a
ministar Lus not,  Covsequently, withs
out muking any explonntion orapology
for bls cowardly and treschorous con-
duet, he hastily packed bl hoosehold
cilects aml misernbly sneaked out of
one untlonn! enpital, -~ While here he
had been honored with the respect of
the ndministration. With typlenl Spnn
sl ennning and cowardiee he  bowed
low, smiled and demeaned himself na
tine who sought the friendship of this
country and who apprecinted the les
nleney of ournation. At the same tiua
he wis weltiog insolent and conrse itk
lusions 1o our president in hik oilicinl
communientions, us well'as to his pey-
ronul friends in'Spain.

It to return to the whire house din:
ers. They are padd for out of the son-
thugent Fond which congress supplies
When sitate dinnesrs nre given the peest-
fdent and his guests sit at table abont
21 hourn. They have thelr trained
wniters stowly chunging their dishes
and rapidly Alling their glisses. Thero
0 walter for every one present, tnd
comstant attention s pnid Ly these
subile servitors.  For 215 hours they eat,
drink nnd talk. There are no toasts,
for the state dinners are not banguets,
It they talle on all sorts of toplos, just
ns your nelghbors will tplk informally
when you have them to dinner in yonr
home. When they are finally through
with this long feeding and drinking
thay got into eabs and carringes, drive
ta their hames, go 1o bed and !lr'("]l ol
the effiécts of (heir gormundizing. That
i# the plain and wholesome truth of the
mniter,

Theso stote dinners are gorgeoun nf-
fnirs, The table service of the white
house swenld do eredit 1o sny monaireh,
Detween the president and his wife, in
the center of the table, Is o great big
golden svoase, filled with the rrest of
fuwers. Unndetnbra 'of gold and «ll-
ver  make rmadiant  the  brilliantly
gilled and decorsied room. There see
seares of wos eandies, und there are
hundreds of Hittle bits of electric lights,
balf Lidden with foliage. The forks,
knives and spoons are pure gold amnd
pure silver, The vhinn ware is of the
most costly ehameler, and all of it
band paiuted, o you ses, when our
president enterelains, these important
personages ha doen it in roral style,

Now, whelher our presllents enjoy
this sort of thing or oot isna question
whivh cannol be determined. 11 anv
president dots not enjoy sueh mocind
functions, it would be inexeeeding bad
taste for him to sy so. Alterwards his
guests would feel different, aml some
ol them might even decline Invitutiona
Ex-presitents are also reticent. it in
well, EMITH I FRY,

L] ;.'er.IIII Chesinar,
Auntie—Comn here, Fredidy. amil look

ot the new noan,

Fraddy—Oh! Use seen (0tn of moons
like that pefore~fuek

e e e ————




